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DIRECTOR’S DIARY NOTES & COMMENT: 
 
Welcome to 2010. May this year be all that you wish for, and more – 
for all the right reasons, of course? 
 
From a Toc H perspective we need to see some progress this year in 
the Southern Region. 2009 was a year when we developed a num-
ber of initiatives but we require tangible results from our efforts. I can 
almost imagine our founder, Tubby Clayton, commenting…”Well, my 
dear Toc H friends you have done your planning, however, now is 
the time for some real action! 
 

 
Some recent events 
 
The first half of January can be quite busy, especially for those  
involved in the Toc H Australia Youth Leadership Course and the 
annual Australian Council meeting which immediately follows. I can 
report very positively about both events. 
 
 
• The YLC was an outstanding success. Held at St Mark’s Col-

lege, North Adelaide, it got off to a great start when Judge 
Marie Shaw gave an inspirational talk to launch the course on 
the morning of the first day. I have never really been closely 
involved with the course before but this year was different. I 
spent as much time as I could with our excellent guest present-
ers and the young participants – 9 young women and 9 young 
men from around Australia. I have to admit I was very im-
pressed with the whole occasion. Our Toc H presenters, Owen 
Nichols, Ray Geise and Rosie Abbate did a fabulous job. 

 
• The Council meeting this year offered a forum at which signifi-

cant changes were formally made to the structure of the Toc H 
Movement in Australia. As you have already been made aware 
Toc H Australia was to be separated into two administrative 
regions – Northern Region and Southern Region. This has now 
come to pass. We are all indebted to David Hall, in his role as 
Acting Australian Secretary, for re-writing our Constitution over 
the past 18 months, or so, to accommodate these changes. 

 
•  In general, I found that the Council meeting, throughout its 

deliberations, resolved to project a forward focus for the Toc H 
Movement in Australia following some robust debate. I have to 
say that I find this forward focus quite exciting. 

 

  
A future event 
 
I have mentioned it before, but please remember, the Victor Harbor 
Branch will celebrate its 75th anniversary this year. I believe it is only 
the second Toc H branch in Australia to achieve this milestone. This 
is a wonderful event to celebrate and I hope everyone will join in. 
 
  
Please make a diary note now to keep the last weekend in October 
2010 free. This includes the evening of Friday 29th, Saturday 30th and 
Sunday 31st. Details of the celebrations will unfold in due course. 
Watch this space! 
 
 

Comment 
 
The future of Toc H in Australia will be decided by Toc H members. 
The membership owns and drives the Movement forward – this is a 
non-negotiable imperative. While at the present time, in the Southern 
Region, we can see evidence of growing numbers of Toc H Volun-
teers, particularly youth volunteers, this all counts for nothing if our 
membership is allowed to dwindle away to a mere rump. 
 
I have spent my entire adult life involved with Toc H and have seen 
the continual decline in membership at close quarters. There have 
been obvious reasons for much of this but I have to admit that, in the 
main, I have just stood by and watched it happen. Our membership 
in the Southern Region is at a dangerously low level and I feel 
obliged to say … “enough is enough”. 
 
We all share this problem together, you and me, and we all need to 
do something about it. The problem can’t just be handed over to the 
Southern Region Executive for resolution. 
 
Please accept this challenge. Make 2010 a year in which we all seri-
ously strive to bring new people into Toc H. Be bold, dig deep and 
make a difference! Good luck! 
 
 
Yours in Toc H, 
 
  
Michael Thomas 
 
  



EXECUTIVE NEWS: 
 
We are delighted to welcome the following members to the Toc H Australia 
Southern Region Executive. 
 
Christine Manning, our new Chaplain is a part-time Minister with the Cherry 
Gardens Uniting Church and a Youth Worker, teaching leadership skills to 
High School teenagers by encouraging their involvement in an Ice Hockey 
team, through ‘The Ice Factor’ at the Thebarton Ice Arena. 
 
Chris Kelly  is a Lawyer at Thomson Playford Cutlers focussing on Environ-
mental Law, particularly wind farm developments.  Chris was earlier involved 
in the Scouting movement, and had a number of student leadership roles while 
at the University of Adelaide.  He was also a Boarding House assistant at 
Prince Alfred College during his University days. 
 
We trust that both Christine and Chris will be involved with Toc H for a long 
time, and find their commitment both rewarding and enjoyable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS BOXES: 
The photo (right) shows just some students from Prince Alfred College, together with 

the Director, Southern Region of Toc H Australia, Michael Thomas. 
 
These students filled 25 boxes for Samaritan’s Purse for distribution to needy children 
overseas, contributing to our overall total of 113 boxes. 

TOC H KIDS’ SUMMER CAMP: 
 
The traditional Summer Camp for children in need was held at the Toc 
H campsite from 27th to 31st December, with 22 children, aged be-
tween 7 and 11 years of age, attending.  A very full program, taking 
advantage of the beautiful weather, was presented by our leaders.  
Everyone visited the beach, explored Granite Island, saw some of the 
delightful town of Victor Harbor, participated in arts and crafts and en-
joyed a disco. 
 
A full day at Goolwa was again organised by members from Centennial 
Park Sea Scouts, where they instructed the campers (and leaders) on 
kayaking, rafting, sailing and speed boating.  This day was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.  Toc H is most appreciative of this group, which each 
year volunteers their time to provide a wonderful aquatics day for our 
camp participants. 
 
Our tireless leaders are also sincerely thanked for volunteering their 

time to supervise the campers and run the various activities.   
Thanks Dan, Corey, Monica, Timothy, Patrick, Chris, Courtney, 
Tanya, Kira, Hayley and Chantelle.   
 
Also, we thank our cooks, Darrell and Amanda for their efforts to  
ensure our campers and leaders were well fed. 
 
Toc H expresses sincere thanks to our sponsors of this camp – Lions 
Club of Prospect Blair Athol, Kiwanis Club of Gawler, Rotary Club 
of Brownhill Creek and the Rotary Club of Mitcham.   Without our 
sponsors it would not be possible to run our camping program. 
 
Mostyn Clarke 
 
Grateful thanks are extended to our Camp Director, Mostyn Clarke, 
for his leadership of this camp.   Ed 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN CENTRAL COMMUNITY LOTTERY 
 

As in past years, Toc H is again participating in 
this excellent Lottery. 
We ask that members and friends offer to take a 
book or two of 10 tickets to sell.  This is an easy task ($2 
each) as the prizes are excellent, and this Lottery is well 
known. 
However, it is an advantage to sell them early, as many 
other charities take this great opportunity to raise funds. 
 

PLEASE HELP TOC H—Contact Mary straight away for 
your supply of tickets 

VALE—MONA VERCO 
 
Mona was a much loved and respected member of 
Victor Harbor Branch joining in 1986.  Mona 
passed away in November, aged almost 100 years.   
 
Mona enjoyed a full life, and was involved in many 
various organisations, including Toc H, and studied 
music at Elder Conservatorium.  She taught music 
to many local people, and owned a children’s wear 
shop ‘Bib and Bub’. 
 
Many Toc H members will recognise Mona as the 
face of mature age members, pictured with one of 
our youth volunteers on the cover of a brochure, 
which was produced when the Toc H Australia 
Foundation was established. 
 
Mona was a very giving person, who preferred to 
be a quiet achiever.  She was a cousin of the late 
John Verco, who was also involved as a Toc H 
member for many years. 
 
We remember Mona with ‘Proud Thanksgiving’. 



VALE—PAULINE O’DANIEL 
 
Toc H is saddened by the death of one of Toc H’s most stalwart sup-
porters, Pauline O’Daniel, who passed away on New Year’s Eve. 
 
Pauline joined Toc H in 1956 as a member of the Women’s Associa-
tion Unley Branch, prior to the men and women amalgamating in 
1970. With her accounting skills, Pauline took on the role of Treas-
urer from 1984, when, on the closure of Unley Branch, she joined the 
General Members Branch. 
 
When this Branch changed its name to Hawthorn, she continued as 
Treasurer until its closure in 1994.  Pauline then joined Burnside 
Branch and again took the reins as Treasurer, very capably filling this 
role until her death. 
 
Whilst Pauline’s contribution on branch level was significant over 
many years, her work as a Trustee of both the Tubby Clayton Memo-
rial Fund, and the Edwin Wright Trust Fund, was also most valuable. 
 
A number of Toc H members attended her funeral at the church of St 
Augustine’s, Unley, where she was a life-long member. 
 
Lois Hall took Ceremony of Light at Pauline’s funeral, paying respect 
to her generous and dedicated involvement over many years. 
 
Pauline was made a Life Member of Toc H Australia in 2003, in rec-
ognition of her wonderful contribution. 
 
We give grateful thanks for Pauline’s life and her wonderful example. 
 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP COURSE: 
The 2010 Course was a great success, with  participants attend-
ing from South Australia, Queensland and Western Australia.  
There was an excellent group of presenters, and we thank all 
concerned for their wonderful presentations, and their interest and 
time.   

 
The photo shows the participants from South Australia, from left - 
 
Back row from left—Richard Thomas, Chris Shiers, Tim Hoare,  
Front row from left— Callum Anderson-Sandford  Tom Ware, 
Alan Xu, and Augusta Munu. 

 
 

 
 

ST HELEN’S FAIR 
 

This popular Fair is again being held at St Helen’s Park on 
Prospect Road, Prospect on 
 

SATURDAY, 13TH MARCH  9am onwards 
 
Toc H members are raising funds by making jam, preserves 
and cakes and biscuits and would welcome donations of the 
same.  Goods can be left at the office. 
 
Please note: all food needs to prepackaged, and labels should 
be put on each showing the ingredients.  If you need goods 
collected, please phone David or Lois Hall on 8370 2250. 
 
There are a variety of home-made jams and preserves at 
the office, all at very reasonable cost, so you are welcome 
to pop in and purchase some, when the office is open. 

Alan sent us an email message about his experience. Here’s 
part of what he had to say: 
 
 ……’It was simply fantastic. The many lessons, the long-lasting 
friendships, and just the entire experience were all enjoyable 
and wonderful. I found that as everyday passed, I enjoyed it 
more and more, and on the 15th (final day), I found it hard to say 
goodbye to everyone, and it was definitely difficult to face the 
fact that this all had to end!   It was priceless, and I’m definitely 
not exaggerating. I have definitely acquired a lot more confi-
dence, and lots of leadership skills. This is certainly an experi-
ence that I will never forget’. 
   
Chris and Tim said that ‘The Course was great and we met 
some awesome people.’     
   

DIAMOND WEDDING: 
 
Congratulations to Jim and Peg Peat, who cele-
brated their 60th Wedding Anniversary on 3rd 

December, 2009.  Jim joined Toc H in 1965, and has been a Trus-
tee of the Edwin Trust Fund for some time.  Peg, a newer member, 
is the Chair of Victor Harbor Branch. 
 
This is a great achievement  and we send best wishes to them 
both.  Toc H acknowledges with grateful thanks their valuable 
 involvement over the years.   

 
Does anyone have a workable (but superseded) 

barbecue they would be willing to donate to Toc 

H?   It would be great to have one ‘on hand’ at 

the Centre.  Please contact Mary if you can help. 



BRANCH AND AREA DATES 

 
 February 
 Tuesday    2nd  Victor Harbor—planning meeting 
 Saturday    6th  Camp BoM and Regional Executive Joint Meeting 
      Victor Harbor Badge Day 
 Monday     8th  Prospect—Tea Night 
 Tuesday  16th  Burnside—meeting 
 Monday  22nd  Prospect—meeting 
 Wednesday  24th  Regional Executive Meeting 
 
 March 
 Tuesday    2nd  Victor Harbor—guest speaker: Rev’d Tony Gates 
 Monday    8th  Prospect—Tea Night 
 Tuesday  16th  Burnside—meeting 
 Monday  22nd  Prospect—meeting 
 Wednesday  24th  Regional Executive Meeting 

                                                             
       TOC H SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 

   OFFICE HOURS:     Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9.00 am to 3.30 pm              

I recently read about the reason migrating geese fly in a V formation.  
 Each goose flapping its wings creates an upward lift for the  

 goose that follows. When all the geese do their part, the  
 whole flock has a 71% greater flying range than if  
 each bird were to fly alone.  Also when a goose  

 begins to lag behind, the others ‘honk’ it  
back ‘into position.   The spiritual   

applications   here  are great.   
I am  sure it is at least   71%  
 easier to live the Christian  
life, ‘flying in the flock’ 

than  trying  to  go  it 
        alone and it is good 

        to be loved back  
        into position, if 
        we stray from 

       our  faith. 
 

 
The picture on left shows the Recreation Hut at the campsite with the 
recently completed wall cladding, and the progress of cladding work on 
Bunkhouse 8. 
 
The upgrade of these buildings is being accomplished through the Work 
for the Dole program, together with our employees, Roydon Ellison and  
Ashley Triffett.  Supervision of the workers and a considerable amount 
of the work is provided by our valued volunteer, Jack Kornaat.  
 
The cladding is a great improvement from the former galvanised iron 
walls on these buildings. 

A GOOD STORY: 
A delightful elderly gentleman called at the office recently.  He lives in 
Sydney and was visiting Adelaide for a church event, and wanted to 
make contact with Toc H. 
 
Many years ago, when he was a youngster, Toc H had provided his 
family (which was very poor) with blankets, and he had never forgot-

ten that kindness.  He was delighted to learn of what Toc H is doing 
now, and he stayed for a short time and chatted.  He had even 
looked us up on our website, and was particularly interested in our 
Youth Leadership Course.  
 
It was lovely to know that the helpful donation given many years ago 
made such a lasting impression. 


